
February 2, 2023

Elite Scholars Academy Named a National Magnet School of Excellence

The honor bestowed by Magnet Schools of America

JONESBORO - Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) proudly announces that Elite Scholars Academy
(ESA) has been named a National Magnet School of Excellence by Magnet Schools of America, the
national association for magnet and theme-based schools.  

“We are so excited to share this outstanding news with our stakeholders,” said Dr. Anthony W. Smith, CCPS
Interim Superintendent. “I join with the Clayton County Board of Education and with all our students, our
staff and our administrators in applauding Elite Scholars Academy for earning this tremendous
recognition.” 

“The awarding of this distinction is especially meaningful in light of the extended impact that the
COVID-19 pandemic has had on teaching and learning since March 2020,” Dr. Smith added. 

“This school has established a strong tradition of academic excellence since it opened in 2009,” said Mr.
Samuel West, ESA Principal, noting that the school has been named a National Blue Ribbon School in 2014
and in 2021. “I am proud of the commitment of our staff, our students and the Elite Scholars community for
sustaining a high level of quality teaching and learning.”

Elite Scholars Academy is an Early College Magnet, the number one middle school in the state of Georgia
(2021-2022) and the only secondary Cambridge Assessment International School in the state of Georgia.
Our Magnet program provides three pathways for earning college credits during high school: Advanced
Placement, Cambridge International, and Dual-Enrollment. Utilizing innovative and progressive strategies
to enroot confidence, responsibility, reflection, innovation and engagement amongst all scholars are
necessitous facets of our instructional foundation.

Elite Scholars Academy will be recognized and receive a National Magnet School of Excellence Merit
Award during an awards ceremony held at Magnet Schools of America’s 40th National Conference hosted
by Dallas Independent School District, April 18-22, 2023. 

About the Magnet Schools of Excellence Award: 

To receive a national merit award, members of Magnet Schools of America must submit a detailed
application that is scored by a panel of educators. These schools are judged and scored on their
demonstrated ability to raise student academic achievement, promote racial and socioeconomic diversity,
provide integrated curricula and instruction, and create strong family and community partnerships that
enhance the school’s magnet theme. 



Magnet School of Excellence Awards are only given to a select group of magnet schools. Schools of
Excellence are eligible to receive monetary awards and are eligible to be named the nation’s top Elementary,
Secondary, or New & Emerging Magnet Schools. One of the Schools of Excellence will also be selected to
win $5,000 and the Dr. Ronald P. Simpson Distinguished Merit Award, which is considered the most
prestigious magnet school award in the nation. 

To learn more about the national merit awards program, please visit www.magnet.edu. 

-An official document from the Clayton County Public School System-

About Clayton County Public Schools: Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited by Cognia. The
district offers a focused world-class program based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten
through 12th grade. Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is ranked among the 100 largest
school districts in the U.S. and is the sixth-largest school system in Georgia.
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